Literacy  missions  thriving  in  Mississippi 


Associate  Editor 


a  second  language  to  a  Spamsh-sTOaking 

group  —  andnot  be  able  to  speak  Spanish 

yourself?  Not  only  is  that  possible,  but 

^glish  as  a  Second  Language  (ESL)  is  a  '' 

ministry  that  is  thriving  m  h^sissippi,  in 

addition  to  other  areas  of  literacy  ministry. 

Paula  Smith,  consultant  in  the  ^ 

Mississippi  Woman's  Missiona^  Union  ^ 

(WMU),  touts  ^e  viability  of  this  innoya- 
tive  ministry.  "Literacy  missions  is  to  give 
every  person  the  opportunity  to  learn  to 
read,  write,  or  ^ak  English  and  to  learn 
the  meaning  of  God's  word,”  said  Smith. 

This  minutry  includes  ESL;  adult  reading 
and  writing,  which  is  the  traditional  literacy 
work;  ana  tutoring  children  and  youth 
while  teaching  the  gospel  in  the  process. 

Another  cat^ow  is  TCing  added  this  year: 
chronologicaTBiDle  storymg,  a  tool  for  pie- 
senting  me  Gospel  to  anyone,  anywhere, 
who  may  have  never  heard  the  gospel  or 
doesn't  have  a  Biblical  backgrounds 

The  Margaret  Lackey  State  Mission 
Offering  provides  training  for  leaders.  The 
North  American  Mission  Board  (NAMB)  of  MISSIONS  AT  H 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  provides  works  with  children 
annual  training  tor  Mississippians  wishing  of  many  Mississippi 
to  be  certified  to  teach  people  how  to  orga-  The  second  worker 
nize  literacy  nunistries.  - ; 

In  the  last  two  years,  over  300  "VVithin  a  weel 
Mississippians  have  been  trained.  "Our  goal  continued,  saying, 
is  to  have  some  kind  of  literacy  ministiy  in  it's  actually  better 
every  asscxdation  in  Mississippi,"  said  Smith,  language,  because 

Smith  admits  she  wasn't  trained  in  this  crutch  if  you  kno\ 
area,  and  while  on  furlough  from  mission-  Success  stories 
ary  work  in  Soudi  America  found  herself  at  gram  include:* 
sheriffs  departments,  hospitals,  even  cat-  •  lUch^  and  C 
fish  farms  with  the  request,  "Can  you  and  his  wife  from  C 
please  come  help  us?"  a  call  to  missions 

She  began  by  dealing  with  a  church  in  ccxirdinates  and  or; 
Belzoni  and  attempting  to  teach  Engl^h  Greenwood  to  con 
the  same  way  she  learned  Spanish.  That  Hispamc  children 
approacii  "didn't  get  anywhere  with  those  three  ESL  group  u 
guys,"  she  said.  Smidi  found  about  the  •  Mary  Sue 

NAMB  training,  and  after  receiving  certifi-  Church,  my«bor 
cation,  she  went  back  to  her  group  of  14  of  for  ESL.  She  begai 
Spanish-speaking  men  in  Belzoni.  recent  fellowship, 
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Pastor  Song  sings  new  song 


Amount 


Association 


Church 


And  Above 
FBC  Jackson 
Broadmoor 
FBC  Brandon 
Michael  Memorial 
FBC  Clinton 
Calvary 
FBC  Gulfport 
FBC  Madison 
FBC  Natchez 


tance  from  the  Margaret  First  Church,  Ridgeland,  to  be 
Lackey  State  Mission  Offering.  the  mother  church.  Now 
Several  years  ago  someone  Evergreen  Mission  has  ten 
approached  Jichul  Doo,  pas-  couples  meeting  on  Sundays 
tor  of  the  Korean  Mission  on  in  the  chapel  provided  by 
the  Gulf  Coast,  about  the  First  Church,  Ridgeland. 
need  to  begin  a  Korean  con-  There  have  been  14  recent 
gregation  m  metro  Jackson,  professions  of  faith.  One  per- 

already  been 

six  are 

ism. 


By  Frank  Lay 

Correspondent 


$2^1.66 

SiFras.io 

$*,357.72 

mi85.35 

<11,381.26 

|ll,180.99 

$11,021.67 

$10,294.93 


METRO 

METRO 

RANKIN 

GULF  COAST 

METRO 

LEE 

GULF  COAST 

METRO 

ADAMS 


churches  and 
conferences  in 
the  Korean 
Baptist 
Convention 
and  for  Far 
Eastern 
Broadcasting 
radio  pro¬ 
grams. 


$500,000  -  $999,999 
FBC  Crystal  Springs 
FBC  Ellisville 
FBC  Purvis 
FBC  Amory 
Highland 
lyiertown 
FBC  Philadelphia 
FBC  West  Point 
FBC  Eupora 
FBC  New  Albany 


Evergreen  Korean  Baptist  Mission 

V  •!  -CKKnOAM 

•Sunday  School:  g:4S  AM 
•4^  A  J  7:30  PM 
•  #A»IM?lJc.*|:  9:00  PM 


$8,682.00 

$5,394.00 

$4,905.00 

$4,269.90 

K710,02 

$4,637.61 

$4,601.00 

$4431.29 

$4357.86 

$4323.00 


COPIAH 
JONES 
LAMAR  i 
MONROE  J 
WARREN  1 
WALTHALl 
NESHOBA 
GOLDEN  T1 
WEBSTER 
UNION  CO 


those  who 
attend 
Evergreen 
Mission  have 
job-related 
responsibili¬ 
ties  on  the 
weekends,  so 
Sunday  atten¬ 
dance  aver¬ 
ages  around  18 

6e  o  p  1  e  . 

o  w  e  V  e  r , 
Korean 
{Christians 
have  been 
known  as  a 
people  of 
prayer,  so  their 
largest  atten- 

Doo  had  prayed  about  the  dance  is  at  the  Wednesday 
possibility  for  three  years  evening  prayer  service  which 
when  he  heard  that  Nan  Ho  lasts  nearly  three  hours. 

Song  was  living  in  South  On  Sunday  mornings,  the 
As  a  musician.  Song  was  in  Carolina.  Doo  contacted  him  mission  meets  for  Bible  StucW. 
much  demand  in  Korea,  about  coming  to  the  metro  Worship  service  begins  at  lO 
However,  there  was  a  restless-  Jackson  area  to  begin  a  a.m.  and  is  followed  by  a 
ness  in  his  life  as  well  as  a  Korean  church.  share  time  and  fellowship 

desire  to  preach  the  Gospel.  For  one  month.  Song  and  meal.  Meal  time  is  very 
Because  of  his  popularity  as  a  his  wife  Dong  Sung  ^ng,  important  for  Koreaiu  living 
singer,  he  had  very  little  oppor-  prayed  about  con^g  to  in  the  United  States  because 
tuiuty  to  preach  in  Korea.  He  Mississippi.  Though  he  had  of  the  difficultly  of  finding 
decided  to  return  to  the  United  no  experience  m  church  Korean  food.  Song  said, 
States  where,  unknown  as  a  planting,  they  sensed  that  the  need  to  do  this  because  some 
musician,  he  might  be  able  to  Holy  Spirit  was  leading  them  cannot  get  Korean  food.” 
serve  a  Korean  Baptist  church  in  that  direction.  Song  said.  Nan  Ho  Song  is  getting  to 
as  pastor.  "I'm  sure  God  led  us."  preach  more  these  days,  out 

Little  did  he  know  diat  deci-  On  the  first  Sunday  of  he  has  not  lost  his  song.  He  is 
sion  would  lead  him  to  become  April  2002,  the  Evergreen  using  his  musical  talents  as 
a  church  planter  in  Mississippi  hOssion  began  meeting  at  well  as  his  preaching  gifts  to 
and  help  begin  the  Evergr^  First  Church,  Jackson,  with  help  plant  a  new  church  for 
Korean  Mp&t  Mission  in  the  three  couples  in  attendance.  Korean  people  living  in 
Metro  AsscKiation,  with  assis-  Soon  Metro  Association  asked  Mississippi. 


From  1994- 
19%  he  was  in 
the  United 
States  to  study 
music  at  the 
New  Orleans 
Seminary 
(NOBTS).  After 
earning 
master 
church 
degree 
NOBTS, 
returned  to 
Korea  where  he 
served  with  the  Korean  Baptist 
Education  Department  and  as 
minister  of  music  in  the 
Evergreen  Churcdi  in  Seoul. 

As  a  musician,  Semg 


®  (601)956*7836 


$250300  -  $499,999 

Bay  Springs 

Prentiss 

New  Salem 

Liberty 

New  Hope 

Clarksdale 

FBC  Morton 

FBC  Holly  Springs 

FBC  Union 

Improve 


JASPER  ^ 
COV-JEFF  dJ 
(SOLDENTRj 
MISSISSIPH 
LAUDERDAl 
NORTH  DEU 
SCOTT 
MARSHALL 
NEWTON  I 
MARION  ^ 


$6303.00 

$6347.30 

$5317.00 

$5322.16 

$5347.71 

$4302.00 

$4428.33 

$3,781.42 

$3320.00 

$3338.33 


music 

from 


$150300  •  $249,999 

Cato 

Bethel 

FBC  Marion 

FBC  Tiinica 

Hurley 

Mantee 

Mt  Moriah 

Friendship 

Faith 

Hebron 


UNIOl 

LAUd 


$100300  - 149300 

FBC  Boyle 

Crossview 

Looxahoma 

Shady  Grove 

Hebim 

County  Line 

FBC  Bude 

Beulah 

Bethany 

Beulah 


MID-DEl^r 

RANKIN 

NORTHWEST 

COPIAH 

JONES 

NESHOBA 

FRANKLIN 

NEWTON 

CALHOUN 

HUMPHREYS 


$4441.21 

$3444.49 

$3333.40 

$3315.91 

$2309.21 

$2401.55 

$2,116.00 

$2390.00 

$1,938.00 

$1,786.06 


The  Margaret  Lackey  Club  divides  churches  into'te 
regular  Sunday  offerings  recorded  on  the  Annual  Churc 
are  listed  based  upon  their  gifts  to  the^' 


BAPTIST 


Mall  talk  leads  to  pastorate 


Association 


Chubch 


Amount 


$75^-199,999 

Liberty 

Scotland 

Shuqualak 

Libe^ 

FBC  Galilee 

Cruger 

FBC  Sumner 

Wayside 

Old  Pearl  Valley 

Georgetown 


Quiet  time  in  the  Lord.  Carlos  me  to  do,  I  will  be  a  pastor  for 
aeveloped  a  hunger  for  Bible  you."  Then  he  added,  "1  have 
study  and  love  for  prayer.  He  loved  eveiy  minute  of  it." 
often  went  jogging  with  David  Carlos  Vega  has  served  the 
and  would  constantly  ask  ques-  Iglesia  Hispana  for  just  over  a 
tions.  They  met  together  each  year.  The  church  seeks  to 
Monday  to  study  the  Scriptures  reach  the  estimated  1000 
and  often  went  visiting  toother.  Hispanics  living  in  the  Tupelo 
David  continued  servmg  the  and  Verona  areas.  In  addition 

to  Sunday  worship  ser- 
vices 

Verona,  Iglesia  Hispana 
.  Tj  conducts  two  home  Bible 

I  study  groups  during  the 
I  week. 

I  On  Mondays  they 


By  Frank  Lay 

Correspondent 


PONTCl'OC 

montIomery 

NOXUIEE 

carrJll 

MISSI*IPP1 

HOLkfes 

NORTfl  CENTRAL 

WARKN 

NESI®BA 

copiIh 


$4,920.00 

$1,440.00 

$1,360.00 

$1,354.00 

$1,200.00 

$1,200.00 

$1,200.00 

$1,080.49 

$1,055.00 

$977.28 


Carlos  Vega  retired  after 
spending  24  years  in  the  U.S. 
Army,  but  for  the  past  three  or 
four  years  he  has  been  serving 
in  the  Lord's  army. 

Carlos  and  his  wife  Lilibeth 
were  Catholics  until 
they  moved  to  Tupelo. 

One  day  Lilibeth  began 
speaking  to  anotner 
Hispanic  lady  in  a  local 
mall  who  invited  them 
to  attend  a  Hispanic 
mission  in  Tupelo.  The 
mission  was  being 


$55,000  -  $74,999 
FBC  Cleveland 
Union 
Fellowship 
Union 
Oak  Grove 
New  Hope 
Benton  ^ptist 
Union  HaU 
Mt  Vernon 
New  Hope 


$2,614.75 

$1,437.00 

$1,320.00 

$1,230.00 

$1,122.94 

$1,108.00 

$1^)80.00 

$1,065.00 

$1,060.00 

$1,023.30 


meet  in  Tupelo  and  on 
Fridays  in  Verona.  They 
recently  began  an  English 
as  Second  Language 
(ESL)  class  at  the  Lee 
Association  office  build¬ 
ing  in  Tupelo.  Seven  peo¬ 
ple  have  already  received 
Christ  through  this  class, 
^ch  Saturday  Carlos  dri¬ 
ves  to  Golden,  where  he 
leads  a  Bible  study.  He 
hopes  to  reach  enough 
people  to  begin  another 
church.  Four  p>eople  there 
have  already  been  con¬ 
verted  and  two  others 
have  expressed  genuine 
interest. 

Iglesia  Hispana  has 


DEN  TRIANGLE 


$40,000 -$54,999 
Chalybeate 
Friendship 
Liberty 
White  Sand 
New  ProvideiKe 
Spring  Hill 
Cross  Road 
Black  Hawk 
MtZion 
Cary 


►N-TIPPAH 


$1,540.00 

$1,535.70 

$1,050.00 

$952.86 

$853.00 

$820.00 

$792.00  ^ 

$763.00 

$717.89 

$705.00 


Though  thtyir 

all 

their  lives,  d\ey  no 

knowledge  of  me  Bible. 

For  a  time,  they  contin- 
attending  both 
soon 

developed  a  for 

studying  the  Scriptures  Vega 

in  the  Baptist  church. 

David  Alexander,  who  grew  missicm  until  he  was  invited  to 
up  as  the  son  of  missioiuu^  in  serve  as  a  consultant  in  the 
Mexico,  was  servmg  as  pastor  church  plant^  department  of  have 
of  Iglesia  Itepanic  at  the  time,  die  Mississippi  Baptist  churc 
Da^^  visitea  wid\  the  Vegas  Convention.  Davia  knew  that  he  comt 
and  asked  them  if  they  would  had  to  find  someone  to  take  his  have 
like  to  invite  Jesus  Christ  into  place  aspastor  of  Iglesia  Hispana  port 
their  lives.  in  'Ilq>elo.  The  Lora  put  Carlos'  Bure 

Carlos  and  Lillibeth  prayed  name  on  his  heart  come 

to  receive  Christ.  Soon  tneir  Confident  that  Carlos  was  Igl 
daughter  Cindy  did  the  same,  the  one  to  serve  as  pastor,  ticipt 

All  Qum  were  baptized  during  Alexander  approacheo  him  Hispi 

service.  about  the  possibility.  After  park. 

t  the  next  several  much  prayer,  the  Holy  Spirit  mini: 
^vid  spent  much  time  confirmed  to  Carlos  that  he  Com; 
;  Carlos  and  encour-  should  be  the  pastor.  He  said,  readi 
to  develop  a  consistent  "Lord,  if  dut  is  what  you  want  gosp 


kRL  RIVER 
LHOUN 
IRTH  CENTRAL 
LF  COAST 


CHOCTAW 

UCEY-ISSAQ 


$25,000  -  $39,999 
Shiloh 
Oak  Grove 
Pine  Hill 
Mt  Vernon 
Pleasant  Hill 
Center  Ridge 
Rock  Branm 
Hennanville 
Pilgrims  Rest 
Parkview 


$1,495.00 

$1,325.00 

$756.00 

$600.00 

$570.00 

$525.00 

$520.00 

$506.00 

$500.00 

$447.87 


IION 
iBSTER 
^RL  RIVER 


$25,000  AND  Below 

Betiumy 

Corinth 

Coimty  Line 

Pine  Grove 

Bethesda 

Belleview/Shelbv 


$1,713.00 

$1,611.00 

$1,600.00 

$1,349.00 

$1,301.00 

$1,200.00 

$762.50 

$680.00 

$647.00 

$551.27 


iHALL 


mondis, 

disdplir 

agednii 


IHOBA 


Kflp-DELTA 

C&KASAW 

WdON 

WINSTON 

GOLDEN  TRIANGLE 


into' ten  categories  based  upon  the  total  amount  of  their 
I  Church  Profile.  Then  the  top  ten  churches  in  each  category 
3  the  Margaret  Lackey  State  Mission  Offering. 


V 


time 


^  Frank  Lay 


Rocky  Tzib,  a  native'of  Belize,  is  a  man 
who  is  pulled  in  many  different  direc¬ 
tions.  As  a  churdi  pUmter,  he  is  serv¬ 
ing  Iglesia  Bautista  Cristo  ^^ve  in 
Pontotoc  and  helping  begin  the 
Hiroanic  Mission  in  Conntlu 

Cristo  ^^ve  is  sponsored  by  West 
Heights  Church,  Pontotoc,  while 
Oaluand  Church,  Corindt,  sponsors 
the  Hispanic  Mission  in  Corinth.  As  a 
husband  and  father,  Rocky  must  bal¬ 
ance  his  time  between  two  mission 
churches  and  his  family. 

Rocky  has  been  in  Pontotoc  for  a 
number  of  years  and  taught  a  strugglii^ 
Sunday  Schcx>l  class  in  Spanish.  Inen  in 
2000,  ^^t  Hdgbts  Church  decided  to 
begin  a  Hi^>anic  Mission  and  called 
Rocky  to  serve  part-time  as  the  mis¬ 
sion's  pastor. 

AcxordiM  to  Rocky  "they  really  got 
serious  in  Iwtotoc."  The  mission  was 
named  Idesia  Bautista  Cristo  Vive  (The 
Living  Christ  Baptist  Church).  The 
chur£  has  prayer  meeting  each  Wednesday 
evening.  Worship  services  are  cm  Saturday 
evenings  and  Sunday  mornings,  with 
Survlay  School  on  Sundays. 

Cristo  \Tve  has  outgrown  tire  double¬ 
wide  trailer  and  two  acmitional  rooms  that 
have  been  provided  for  dtem.  Up  to  120 


de  space  to  put  me  children.  They  de^>er- 
ately  need  arrother  double  wide  or  a  rxietal 


bi  2001,  Oakland  Church  invited  Rocky  to 
heto  dtem  start  the  Hi^>ank  Mission  in 
C^th.  Rodnr  eats  lunch  at  Pcmtotoc  fWlow- 
ing  tte  morning  service  at  Cristo  \^ve,  then 
d^es  to  Akom  County  for  a  4  pjn. 
Simday  Sdmol  and  5:30  p  m  wcnshq} 
service.  Thirty  to  forty  usually  attend 
the  services  in  Coring 

Oakland  Church  has  provided  a 

__  t _ •!  J2 _ 


building  in  order  toprovide  for  the  growth 
they  are  experiencing.  They  would  also 
like  to  build  a  playground  for  the  children. 

"Most  every  Sunday  prople  get  saved, 
many  through  the  evangelistic  outreach  on 
Thur^ay  evenings,"  Rocky  said.  Two  peo¬ 
ple  are  awaiting  baptism  at  Cristo  Vive. 


they  have  an  uL  (Erigjish  as  a  Second 
Langur^)  <’!»»»  with  40-48  in  atten- 
danceTAb^t  25  people  have  received 
Christ  through  tra  class. 

■i  On  Tuesday  they  have  visitation, 
and  ^en  Rcx:ky  returns  to  Pontotoc. 

In  addition  to  his  work  in 
Pontotoc  and  Corinttv  Rocky  teaches 
a  Bible  Study  in  Houston  on 
Thuraday  evenings.  He  has  been 
invited  to  begin  a  mission  there  but 
he  recognizes  tiie  danger  of  being 
spread  too  tiiin.  He  has  also  been 
invited  to  begin  another  Bible  Study 
in  Amory  but  has  no  time  left. 

Friclay  is  considered  his  day  off, 
but  he  often  uses  the  morrungs  to  prepare 
his  Bible  studies  and  sermons.  Fnday 
afternoons  and  evenings  are  reserved  for 
his  wife  Glenda  and  three-year-old  son 
Rcxrky  Jordan.  Rocky  is  proud  of  the  fact 
that  his  son  is  a  U.S.  citizen. 

He  hopes  to  train  leaders  at  Cristo  ^^ve 
and  the  Hispanic  Mission  so  that  they  can 
strengtiien  tne  local  work  arid  begin  other 
Hi^>anic  churches  in  north  Mississippi. 

Mississippi  Baptists  can  help  in  me  bee¬ 
tling  of  new  churches  in  Mississippi  by  their 
prayers  and  by  giving  to  the  Margaret 
LacKey  State  Minion  Offering.  New  church¬ 
es  are  needed  to  reach  the  more  that 
1,500,000  residents  6f  Mississippi  who  are 
not  members  any  church,  specially  in  the 
receptive  and  rapidly-growing  ethnic  com¬ 
munities  of  tiie  state. 

The  Cooperative  Program  and  the 
Margaret  Lackey  Offering  Iot  State  Missions 
help  to  meet  that  need  by  supporting  the 
planting  of  tiiose  new  churdies. 


Summer  missionary  sees  'passion'  in  Canadians 


By  Drewe  Llyn  Jeffcoat 


"I  didn't  know  what  to 
expect  when  I  went  to  Canada," 
says  Kelly  Webb,  member  of 
Vaiden  Church,  recent  graduate 
from  Mississippi  College,  and 
2003  summer  missionary  to 
Toronto.  "I  went  with  excite¬ 
ment  and  a  vision  erf  how  I  was 
going  to  help  them.  It  didn't 
take  long  for  Ckxl  to  set  me  back 
and  change  my  perspective." 

Gifts  to  tile  Margaret  Lackey 
State  Mission  Offering  and 
Cooperative  Program  dollars 
available  tiirou^  the  Missions 
Mobilization  Department  of  tiie 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  enabled  Kelly  to  spend 
her  summer  in  Tonmto. 

Her  work  focused  mainly  on 
Emmanuel  Church,  a  new  mis¬ 
sion  meeting  in  an  Arabic 
Church  builomg.  The  mainly 
Hispanic  congregation  has  an 
intense  deure  to  readi  all  people 
in  tiie  community  for  Christ. 

Kelly's  time  was  utilized 
doing  whatever  was  needed. 
"Whatever  was  needed"  included 
holding  children's  church,  help¬ 
ing  coordinate  prayer  wallu. 


assisting  the  Arabic  church  with 
Sunday  School,  helping  new 
immigrants  set  up  hous^iolds, 
encouraging  women  in  abuse 
shelters,  and  ^lend^  an  entire 
Saturday  playing  with  a  group  of 
children  so  tiiat  tiieir  parents 
could  plan  activities  for  me  new 
chunhyear. ' 

Though  she  was  able  to  minis¬ 
ter  in  a  variety  of  ways,  Kelly 
fods  this  trip  was  abcnit  much 
mexe  tiian  wnat  she  could  do  for 
thepeople  (rf  Emmanuel  Church. 

One  day  she  overheard  her 
supervisor,  Maria  Diaz,  com¬ 
menting  that  Ki^  had  come  to 
Omada  to  learn.  That  really  stude 


with  her.  She  felt  she  was  tiiere  to 
do  a  work  for  Gcxl,  not  learn,  but 
God's  perspective  was  diCfoent. 
Looking  bade  she  can  now  see 
how  much  Gcxl  taught  her. 

"Gcxl  dealt  with  me  about 
feeling  that  salvation  some¬ 
how  depends  on  me  (but) 
what  God  desires  is  a  relation¬ 
ship,"  she  says.  Missions  and 
witnessing  aren't  about  'doing' 
things.  It  &  about  allowing  my 
relationship  with  Gcxl  to  per¬ 
meate  eve^rthing  I  do." 

Allowing  tiveir  relationship 
witi\  Gcxl  to  permeate  every- 
tiung  they  did  a  what  Kelly  saw 
in  me  merrfoers  of  Enunanuel 


Church.  She  says,  "Their  pas¬ 
sion  grabbed  me.  They  weren't 
passicxiate  just  on  Sundays,  but 
every  day,  all  week,  with  every- 


Vaiden  Reflecting  on  her  time  in 
Caruida  Kelly  says,  "Some  mis^ 
sion  trips  are  meant  for  'doing' 
and  some  are  to  allow  Gcxl  to 
reveal  Himself  to  us.  That's 
what  this  trip  was  for  me. 
Pastor  Cesar  Parra  (of 
Emmanuel  Church)  told  me 
that  missions  is  not  a  schedule 
—  it  is  a  way  of  life.  That  is 
what  I  hope  to  make  of  my  life." 


dren's  clothing  and  household 
item  rummage  sale  on 
September  6.  Booth  space  is 
available  for  rent  to  any  mterest- 
ed  vendors.  For  more  infwma- 
tion,  call  (601)  845-3086. 


New  Life 
Gospel  Quartet 

will  TC  in  concert 


1:15  p.m.  at 
Concora  Church, 
Pelahatchie.  A 
love  offering  will 
be  received. 


B  r  a  n  c 
Church,  Morton, 
held  vfe  Jime  9- 
13.  The  average  GAsofl 

attendance  was  78.  Julie 
Mahaffey  was  the  VBS  director 
and  Micnael  Giles  is  pastor. 


VBS  Participants  of  Branch  Church,  Morton 


Water  VaUey,  preaching;  Sept. 
29,  Ken  Hester,  First,  Pontotoc, 
preaching;  Daniel  Hathome, 
pastor. 

Moak's  Creek,  Summit: 
Sept.  7;  lunch  will  follow  morn¬ 
ing  worship;  afternoon  wor¬ 
ship,  1:30  p.m.;  Millard  Purl, 
yaking;  Crownsmen,  music; 
Carl  Estes,  pastor;  Dorothy 
Moak,  music  director. 


Monument  Drive,  liipelo:  Pam  Hopkins,  music;  Smith  9  a.m.;  worship,  10  a.m.;  a  cov- 
Oct.  5;  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  Sanders,  pastor.  ered  dish  lunch  will  follow, 

worship,  11  a.m.;  lunch  will  fol-  James  S.  Young  and  Barrv 

low;  Kent  Grice,  former  pastor.  Calvary,  Louin:  Sept.  7-10;  Bouchillon,  music;  James  M. 
preaching.  10  a.m.,  11  a.m.,  lunch  and  Towery,  pastor;  for  more  infbr- 

aftemoon  services  will  follow;  mation,  call  (662)  494-4421. 

New  Providence,  Carthage:  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Hueston 
Sept.  21;  registration,  9:45  a.m.;  Adkins,  preacmng;  Juanita 
pavilion  dedication  and  wor-  West,  music;  Jeff  Hardy,  piano; 
ship,  10  a.m.;  cemetery  meet-  VN^am  Spencer,  pastor, 
ing,  11:30  a.m.;  lunch  will  be 

served  at  noon;  Ric  White,  Calvary,  West  Point:  Sept  7; 
preaching;  Janice  King  and  50th  anniversary;  Sunday  Soiool, 


First,  Coffeeville:  Sept.  8, 15, 
22,  and  29;  7  p.m.,  nighUy;  SSrot. 
8,  James  lewis.  Carriage  Hills, 
Southhaven,  preaching;  Sept. 
15,  Jim  Futral,  MBCB,  preach¬ 
ing;  Sept.  22,  Randy  Bain,  First, 


:  • 


Generally  viewed  as  'the  cornerstone  of  estate 
planning,'  research  has  repeatedly  shown  that  as 
many  as  8  out  of  10  Christians  do  not  have  a  valid  Last 
Will  and  Testament.  This  oversight  by  Christian  people 
has  too  often  resulted  in  a  form  of  stewardship 
glaucoma,  gradually  robbing  these  faithful  stewards  of 
their  lifelong  vision  of  support  and  forcing  them  to 
leave  both  their  loved  ones  and  their  favorite  charity  in 
the  dark  regarding  the  distribution  of  their  hard-earned 
estate  assets. 

Since  1943,  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  has 
enabled  individuals  to  acquire  20/20  vision  in  the 
highly  specialized  area  of  charitable  estate  planning. 
Your  stewardship  vision,  perhaps  your  greatest  gift, 
deserves  no  less.  If  you  want  to  see  your  charitable 
estate  planning  goals  realized,  give  the  Foundation 


DBRITA  MrnST  CHURCH  OP  ^ 
CHARLOTTE,  INC. 

Charlotte,  North  Carolina 

Invites  Your  Indication  of  Interest  In 

$1,200,000 

(jeneral  Mortgage  Bonds 

Inae  Date:  August  is.  2003 

7^  0^  Interest  Rates  Range 

At  J  /O  3.00%  to  7.25% 


Bond  Maturity  Range  6  months  to  20  years.  Bonds  arc  available  in 
multiples  of  $250.  These  bonds  may  be  placed  in  self-directed 
retirement  accounts  in  most  cases. 

7M>  <—p It  mUhtr  m  a§n  mr  m  tohcUtUim  •( »t>  ofm  It  TV  tftr  k  mmU  V 
prt^tekB  only,  ftr  mttn  kt/ynmUtm  tttik Ihk  k<mJ ittm.  nllmmmfrmftmi.t*ick*icrlkitaM 
ttfrntfmllciiltrtofllmmdinimaitt^  Ktatl k kt/orr yam immi tr mtmn.  Athim* 
art  ufmd  m/aer  tthn.  luttiri  It  pmr  salt 

For  Ai^ttoiud  htformotioH  Comuut: 

Frank  Bishop 
(800)  890-3249 

/bishop<^vesteaitetLcom 


Planaini  balittin  iMertt  for  yo«r  drarch,  call 
(601)2SZ-12ia 


1430  Lelia  Drive 
Jackson,  MS  39216 
601-948-4500  • 
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Music 
evangelist 
Steve 
Walker, 
Pinola,  will 
be  in  concert 
August  31  at 
6  p.m.  at 
Pleasant 
Valley 
Walker  Church, 

Mendenhall.  Admission  is  free. 
A  love  offering  will  be  received. 
Earl  Clark  is  pastor.  For  more 
information,  call  (601)  847- 
4108,  (601)  847-4375  or  visit 
www.stevewalker.org. 


and  Toxie  Holmes 
were  the  best  cos¬ 
tume  winners. 

Friendship 
Church,  Stui^gis, 
recently  held  a 
dedication  for  a 
new  educational 
wing  and  Family 
Life  Center.  The 
yoimgest  church 
member.  Lane 
McClendon,  and 
die  oldest  member, 
Delia  Speir,  were 
honorea  on  this 
occasioa 


39er8  of  Calvary  Church,  Pascagoula 


Wheeler  Grove  Church, 
Corinth,  will  host  The  Hoppers 
in  a  gospel  music  concert  on 
September  7  at  7  p.m.  A  love 
ofrering  will  be  taken. 


Lane  McClendon  ahd'Delif'S^ir 


The  Baptot  Rbcc*d- 


Acteens  of  First  Church  Columbus,  Columbus 

The  1920s-1940s  was  the 
theme  for  the  June  meeting  of 
the  39crs  of  Calvary  Church, 
Pascagoula.  Louise  Thomas 


The  7th, 

8th,  and  9th 
grade 
Acteens  of  First 
Church,  Columbus, 
attended  the  National 
Acteens  Convention  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  July 
29- August  1. 

Pictured  are  the 
Acteens. 


Carrollton, 
recently  held  VBS. 
Pictured  are  the 
participants. 

McAdams  Church, 
Sallis,  and  Sallis 
Church,  Sallis, 

cosponsored  an 
area  VBS  June  2- 
6 

Church. 
Commencement 
was  held  June  8 
at  6  p.m.  A  mis¬ 
sions  offering  of 


raised  for  the 
Baptist 
Children's 
Village  as  well  as 
a  cmlection  of 
Campbell's  food 
labels  to  help 
contribute  along 


wiin  uuier 

groups  for  a  new 
van  at  the  Village.  VBS 
had  an  average  atten¬ 
dance  of  88  children 
and  42  workers.  The 


CHURCH  KW  UPHOLSTERY,  FREE 

estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 

Miss.,  phone  (601)  77fr^1 7. _ 

FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH 
Insurance  for  the  self  employed.  Call 
(662)  568-3482.  ‘Underwritten  by 
MEGA  Life  &  Health  Insurance 

Company.  M^OMB0008. _ 

HOPPER  CLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 
Columbus/lackson,  (877)  477-1899. 

A  BRAND  NEW  QUEEN  Orthopedic 
mattress  set.  NEW  in  plastic  w/warr.,  sell 

$119.  Call  (601)209-0872. _ 

A  QUEEN  MATTRESS  SET-  PILLOW- 
Top,  new  in  plastic,  sell  $175.  Call 

(601)  209-0872. _ 

A  BRAND  NEW  KING  Orthopedic 
.mattress  set.  NEW  in  plastic,  only 


ML  Piagah  Church  VBS  Participants,  Carrollton 
overall  average  attendance  Sallis  Church,  Linda 
was  131,  and  including  the  Hutchison,  Chrystelle 

youth  group  was  144.  Thames,  Ann  Godfrey,  and 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Dan  West,  pastor  of 
Thomas  Wicker,  pastor  of  McAdams  Church. 


WickeL  Hutchison,  Thames,  Godfrey,  ieWest 


39ers  of  Calvary  Church,  Pascagoula 


$189.  Call  (601)  209-0872. _ 

LEESVIUE  -  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH: 
Full-time  youth  and  recreation  minister. 
Send  resumes  with  photo  to:  Youth  Rastor 
Search  Committee,  First  Baptist  Church 
of  Leesville,  P.O.  Box  1568,  1400  Nolan 
Trace,  Leesville,  LA  71446;  or  email 

fbcleesvilleOwnonline.net. _ 

SLBCH  BED,  BRAND  NEW  IN  BOX.  SBJ. 

$250.  Call  (601)  209-0872. _ 

BEDROOM  SET,  BRAND  NEW  IN  BOX, 
bed,  dresser,  mirror,  chest  and  nightstand. 

Sell  $550.  Call  (601)  209-0872. _ 

LOWER  YOUR  PHONE  BILL.  BLESSED 
Hope  has  4.9  centVminute,  (24/7),  no 
fees,  no  fine  print  and  250,00(X  happy 
customers.  Toll  free  (866)  587-8346  or 
info  at  www.covenantphoneservice.com. 
TOMBSTONE  CLEANING,  CONTACT 


♦ 


Richard  Sims  with  R  &  R  Steam  Cleaning. 
Phone  (601)  892-1622,  cell  phone  (601) 

506-6017. _ 

LEARN  CHALK  ART  MINISTRY  BY 
video.  For  more  information  write: 
P.O.  Box  1206,  Fairfield,  TX  75840. 

Email  larsinOpflash.com. _ 

BEACHSIDE  VACATION  CONDOS.  ALL 
sizes.  www.GulfshoresCorKlos.com,  fall 
special,  2  night  weekerKl  $120.(X).  Four 
weeknights  $160.00.  Efficiency  unit  (2 
adults,  2  kids),  good  thru  10/31A)3.  (205) 

554-1524. _ 

BRANSON,  MISSOURI  CONDO. 
WALK  -in,  smoke-free,  no  pets. 
Sleeps  six.  Two  bedroom,  two  bath. 
Special-  rates  -  dinner  tickets  for 
anniversary,'  birthday.  Croups  wel¬ 
come,  (662) 746-4632.  | 
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Northcrest  Chuch, 

Meridian,  ordained  Michael 
Gibson  to  preach  on  January 
5.  Gibson  nas  answered  the 
call  to  pastor  at  Liberty 
Qiurch,  Toomsuba.  Pictured 


First  Church,  Marks,  has 
called  A.  Hilton  Lane  as  interim 
pastor.  This  is  the  third  time  Lane 
nas  served  Marks  in  this  capaci¬ 
ty.  He  pastored  churches  in 
Arkansas  and  served  as  chaplain 
with  Baptist  Memorial  Health 
Care  Systems  prior  to  retirement. 

Church, 
Delisle,  has 
called 

Bass  as  pas- 
tor.  Bass  has 
been  serving 
H  as  interim 


Mashulaville  Church, 
Noxubee,  called  Joshua  Allen 
Jacob  as  pastor  effective  August 
3.  Jerry  F.  Zgarba  recently  com¬ 
pleted  the  interim  pastorate. 


First  Church,  Satartia,  has 

called  ■  II III  M 


Anderson 

pastor. 

Anderson  is^|B||C|||^^H 
former 
pastor  of 
Eagle  Lake 
Church, 

Vicksburg. 

Anderson 

Calvary  Church,  Yazoo  City, 
recently  called  Gene  Fant, 
Clinton,  as  interim  pastor. 


The  Gibsons  and  Malcolm  Lewis,  pastor 


The  Prestons  and  Troy  Mercer,  pastor 


Baughn,  Pace,  pastor;  and  Hodges 


James  Adair  and  Ben  James,  pastor 


DUIIAm  msr  BAimST  CHURCH  K  seek¬ 
ing  a  part-time  minisler  of  music.  Sunday  ajn. 
and  pjn.  seMces,  Wednesday  night  services. 
Abo,  lead  an  adult  dwir.  Please  contact  (662) 
653-3105  or  tax  rfeume  (662)  653-6147. 
NORTHWEST  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION  IN 
DeSolo  and  Tale  counties  is  now  taking  appli¬ 
cations  and  resumes  for  Association  Missions 
Director.  Serxl  all  inkxmation,  including  accu¬ 
rate  redeiences  to  Mr.  Dan  Freeman,  2604 
La\.em  Road,  Nesfaft,  MS  38651 . 


FIRST  BAimST  CHURCH  Of  WEST 
POINT,  Miss.,  is  currently  accepting 
resumes  for  the  position  of  a  full-time  Early 
Childhood  Ministry  Director  (child  care  & 
Kindergarten).  Please  send  resumes  to  First 
Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  794,  West  Point, 
MS  39773,  attn.  cc  chairman,  Sherman 
Berry  or  call  (662)  494-421 3. 


RAYMOND  ROAD  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

IN  lackson  is  prayerfully  seeking  individ¬ 
uals  for  positions  as  full-time  minister  of 
music  and  part-time  minister  to  children. 
Please  send  resume  to  Raymond  Road 
Baptist  Church,  personnel  committee, 
4622  Raymond  Road,  Jackson,  MS 
39212.  Rev.  Tommy  Anthony  is  pastor. 
EXPBUENCH)  SBC  BIVOCATIONAl  pas¬ 
tor  available.  Prefer  church  within  1(X)  mile 
radius  of  Gulfport.  Send  resume  request  to 
P.O.  Box  5881,  Vancleave,  MS  39565. 
CHIIDREN-VOUTH  MINISTRY  Secretary 
needed.  Send  resume  to  Country  Woods 
Baptist  Church,  6737  Siwell  Road,  Byram, 

Miss.  39272-6700. _ 

CALVARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Greenville,  Miss,  is  seeking  a  full-time 
pastor.  Send  resume  to  Calvary  Baptist 


Church,  P.O.  Box  4864,  Greenville, 
MS  38704,  (662)  334-4554. 


ORGANIST,  CASTLE  WOODS  Baptist 
(Diurch.  Send  a  letter  of  interest  or  resume  to 
1 75  Stonecastle  Drive,  Brandon,  MS  39047, 
via  email  or  fax.  Fax  number  (601 )  992-2623. 

For  information  call  (601 )  992-9977. _ 

FAITH  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  JACKSON,  is 
looking  for  a  part-time  Associate  Minister  to 
help  meet  the  needs  of  this  caring  church 
with  outreach  programs  and  homebourto 
ministry.  For  rrxxe  information,  contact  Dr. 
Greg  Wolfe,  pator,  P.O.Box  13675, 
lackson,  MS  39236.  Phone  (601)  368-2983 


CENTRAL  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 

Meridian  is  looking  for  an  organist. 
Interested  persons  should  contact  Dr. 
Chisholm  by  phone  at  (601)  693-4288 
or  email  danny®cbcmdn.org. 


August  28, 2(X)3- 
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MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


-The  Baptist  Record 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be 
printed.  No  multi-copy  or  form 
letters  will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verificatioti.  In  special 
instances,  name  may  be  witi}held 
at  writer's  request  and  editor's  dis¬ 
cretion. 


Please  include  the  name  of 
cooperating  Mississippi  Baptist 
church  where  correspondent  is  a 
member.  (Mississippi  Baptists' 
letters  will  receive  priority  when 
space  is  limited.) 


Letters  mu^  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin- 
ions  repressed  in  letters  to  the 
editor  do  not  necessarily  reflect 
the  views  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from 
any  irtdividual  will  be  printed 
during  a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  ghen  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon- 
dence  dealirtg  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


ARM'S  LENGTH 


Editor 

I  read  with  mat  amuse¬ 
ment  the  letter  mm  Vaughn 
Denton  (Augwt  7  issue)  con- 
cemine  dre  oig  Darling  Boys" 
and  the  recent  nominations. 
Vaughn  in  his  outrage  implies 
a  lot  more  than  what  he  wrote. 

When  the  1979 
Conservative  Resurgence 
occurred,  the  big  topic  and 
question  was:  "Do  you  believe 
tne  Bible  is  the  inerrant  Word 
of  God"?  In  this  bleak  period 
of  time  this  question  (wmch  is 
similar  to  the  old  divorce 
lawyer  question:  When  did 
you  stop  beating  your  wife?) 
was  used  to  dismantle  a  great 
seminary  system  and  destroy 
the  careers  of  Godly  miiusters 
who  with  knowledge 
answered  the  question  with: 
"Yes,  but..."  instead  of  the 
then  politically  o»rrect  answer 
of  "'Ves."  Pastors  like  Vaughn 
were  conned  into  believing 
they  were  accomplishing 
some  great  work  of  God. 

When  a  criminal  cons  you 
and  gets  your  money,  they 
must  either  flee  with  me  loot 
or  keep  the  con  going.  Men 
like  Vaughn  must  now  be  kept 
at  arm's  length  and  powerless 
lest  diey  wake  up  and  cause 
real  trouble  for  the  leaders 
behind  the  divisive  fimdamen- 
talist  movement  in  our  denom- 
iruition.  It's  time  to  send  the 
followers  of  Jack  Hyles,  John 
Rice,  Curtis  Hudson,  Bob 
Jones  and  the  rest  back  to  their 
non-denominations  and  let  us 
lead  folks  to  Jesus,  like  we  did 
in  the  thousands  before  die 
Conservative  Resurgence 
ended  our  witness. 

I  urge  those  with  ears  to 
hear,  fet  them  hear.  Those 
with  courage,  let  them  act. 

Ed  Williamson 

Canon  City,  Co. 


Having  been  employed  on 
one  of  the  campuses,  I  have 
seen  many  students  at  ^  BSU 
first  hand  and  I  realize  the 
importance  and  privilege  of 
having  a  place  for  students  to 
gather  and  share.  I  would  like 
to  take  this  opportunity,  as  a 
member  of  the  Advisory  Board 
at  Hinds  Community  College 
BSU,  to  ask  the  churches  in  the 
Rankin,  Hinds,  Madison,  and 
Warren  counties  to  consider 
supporting  the  BSU  monthly 
as  you  prepare  your  budgets 
for  2004.  At  present  only 
seven  churches  in  this  four- 
county  area  are  monthly  con¬ 
tributors.  We  should  hang  our 
head  in  shame! 

I  feel  that  student  ministry 
is  vital  in  our  colleges  today. 
You  will  never  know  the  dif¬ 
ference  it  could  make  in  some 
college  student's  life.  No  mat¬ 
ter  where  you  live  in 
Mississippi,  there  is  a  BSU 
Center  nearby.  Drop  in  and 
see  for  yourself  what  goes  on. 
By  supporting  the  BSU 
Centers,  ypu  will  be  really 
blessed. 

Joyce  Newton 

lUymond 


MOTIVES  NOT  KNOWN 


SUPPORT  BSU 


Editor: 

I  realW  enjoy  reading  the 
Baptist  Record  each  week.  I 
must  say  that  Jim  Futral's 
column  entitled,  BSU 
Blessings  (July  24  issue),  was 
great  and  very  timely.  As 
school  is  just  around  the  cor¬ 
ner  and  many  students  will 
be  away  from  home  and  the 
family  tor  the  first  time,  our 
Baptist  Student  Uiuon  (BSU) 
centers  will  hopefully  be 
buzzing.  I  appreciate  so  much 
Missisuppi  Baptists  provid¬ 
ing  the  BSU  Centers  and 
directors  on  the  college  cam¬ 
puses;  however,  funding 
needs  to  be  addressed.  The 
additional  needs  include 
water,  gas,  electricity,  tele¬ 
phones,  office  supplies,  paper 
products,  lawn  care,  pest  con¬ 
trol  (and  the  list  goes  on). 

I  fedl  that  the  directors 
should  be  busy  sharing  the 
Good  News  ramer  than  hav¬ 
ing  to  take  time  away  from 
the  students  to  be  out  visiting 
and  soliciting  funds  from  the 
churches  in  their  areas  for 
day-to-day  es^ntiab. 


Editor: 

The  lead  letter  to  d\e  editor 
(Dbtortion  of  Truth,  July  31 
issue)  caused  me  some  db- 
comfort.  The  writer  gave  "loud 
Amens"  to  the  editor's  ques¬ 
tioning  of  the  motives  of  Jerry 
Rankin  and  the  Interruitional 
Mission  Board  trustees.  Can 
we  know  someone's  motives? 
Can  we  know  the  heart’s 
intent?  Judging  motives  is 
always  dangerous.  (Dur  Lord 
Jesus  implied  that  we  may 
well  be  condemned  for  that  we 
condemn  in  others  (Matt.  7:2). 

We  never  know  another's 
motives  so  it  b  likely  that  we 
ascribe  to  others  the  things 
that  are  in  our  own  hearte.  We 
assume  that  others  are  driven 
W  the  feelings  that  drive  us. 
The  op-ed  pages  of  the  secu¬ 
lar  press  speculate  with 
judgemente  as  to  the  motives 
of  those  with  whom  they  db- 
agree.  The  "spin"  is  funda¬ 
mentally  dbhonest  and  db- 
torting.  Christ  calls  us  to  a 
much  higher  ethic. 

We  may  not  concur  with  oth¬ 
ers'  actions  nor  agree  witii  their 
stated  belieb  but  we  do  not 
know  theb  iimer  heart  or 
motives.  God  would  be  pleased 
if  we  used  great  caution  in 
judging  why  pe(^le  do  what 
they  (To.  We  may  know  the 
"what"  but  no  tiie  ’’why." 

Tom  Atwood,  pastor 

First  Church 

Oxford 


year  old  son.  I  can  assure  you 
that  my  daughters  could  not 
pick  Britney  Spears  out  of  a 
line-up  if  you  paid  them. 
Why?  Because  they've  never 
seen  her  on  television,  in  a 
magazine,  or  any  other  media 
form.  They're  never  heard 
any  of  her  songs  so  of  course 
they  have  no  way  of  knowing 
any  lyrics  by  heart.  In  short, 
not  every  11-year  old  girl  in 
America  adores  (or  even 
knows)  Britney  Spears,  as 
your  article  states. 

My  situation  may  be  a  little 
ditferent  from  yours  in  that 
my  children  are  home 
scnooled.  I'm  assuming  your 
11-year  old  daughter  attends 
a  public  or  private  school,  but 
the  fact  remains  that  you 
should  have  the  final  say-so 
in  protecting  your  daughter 
—  and  yes,  I  firmly  bwieve 
little  girls  should  be  protected 
from  people  like  Spears. 

Please  don't  think  I'm  a 
prude-  who  overshelters  my 
children.  The  point  b  thb:  pro¬ 
tect  and  shelter  that  sweet  lit¬ 
tle  daughter  of  yours  for  as 
long  as  you  can.  The  trash  of 
the  world  will  filter  in  soon 
enough  without  your  help. 
Keep  rabing  her  to  he  the  most 
Chnst-like  person  possible. 

Keep  up  the  good  work  at 
The  Baptist  Record  and  keep 
turning  out  those  thought- 
provolung  articles! 

Kim  Potter 

Flora 


called  in  bte  Jime  and  told  us 
Harold  had  the  dates  of 
August  19-20  open.  They 
were  happy  to  accommodate 
our  request  and  allowed  a 
special  student  fee  which  was 
considerably  less  than  the 
usual  appearance  fee. 

We  were  able  to  convince 
other  organizations  to  join  us 
in  sponsoring  this  two-day 
event.  Fight  tor  Your  Future, 
(during  which)  Mbs  America 
2003  Erika  Harold  spoke  to 
high  school  students  at 
Mississippi  Delta  Junior 
College  m  Moorhead  and  Delta 
State  University  in  Cleveland. 

liiank  you  for  reporting  on 
current  bsues  that  shqula  be 
of  concern  to  all  Christians. 
Your  insight  as  to  the  impact 
of  such  bsues  on  our  lives  is 
reliable  and  welcomed  by 
your  readers.  We  appreciate 
you  and  the  minist^  in  which 
you  are  engaged.  Thank  you 
especially  for  the  Miss 
America  article.  Thank  you 
for  getting  all  thb  started! 
Onda  f  Russell,  coordinator 
Sav-A-Life  of  Cleveland 
Cleveland 


CHILDREN'S  CARE 


DIFFICULT  JOB 


Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  open 
letter  to  Bntney  Spears  Quly  17 
issue).  I  have  two  teen  ^and- 
daughters  who  look  to  Britney 
as  a  role  model.  First  it  was  the 
indecent  dress  code  revealing 
the  breast,  midriff,  and  below. 
Now  ^e  premarit^  sex.  Thb  b 
bedroom  talk  and  should 
never  be  released  to  tiie  public. 

Yes,  thb  does  make  our  job 
as  Christian  parents  and 
grandparents  difficult  in 
teaching  moral  character. 

Glennie  Speed 

Jackson 


THANKS  FOR  START 


PROTECT  CHILDREN 


Editor: 

I'm  responding  to  your  edi¬ 
torial  about  Britney  Spears 
(July  17  issue).  1  am  the  par¬ 
ent  of  twin  daughters  who 
will  be  11  years  old  at  tiie  end 
of  August.  I  also  have  a  14- 


Editon 

Thank  you  for  our  Baptist 
newspaper.  I  look  forwanl  to 
receiving  each  weekly  issue 
and  usually  read  the  paper 
through  upon  ite  arrival. 

In  the  October  31,  2002, 
issue  the  editorial.  You  go, 
gbl!,  set  off  a  chain  of  evenb  I 
would  like  you  to  know.  After 
reading  about  the  stand  (Miss 
America)  Erika  Harold  had 
taken  concenune  sexual 
abstinence,  I  askea  the  board 
of  Sav-A-Life  of  Cleveland  to 
allow  me  to  contact  the  Miss 
America  organization  about 
the  possimlity  of  Miss 
America  speaking  to  the  high 
school  studente  in  Cleveland. 
Imagine  my  surprise,  and  the 
surprise  to  some  board  mem¬ 
bers,  when  the  organization 


Editor: 

Sadness  befell  me  when  I 
read  of  the  resignations  of 
Ronnie  Robinson  and  Heiuy 
Glaze  of  the  Baptist  Children's 
Village  (Robinson,  Glaze 
resign  Children's  Village 
posb,  July  10  bsue).  The  def¬ 
eated  minbtry  of  these  men 
gave  to  the  special  needs  of 
cMdren  b  to  Ire  commended. 

Most  Mississippi  Baptists 
don't  know  the  sp^ifics  of  the 
board's  decision  to  make  a 
change  in  leadership.  As  an 
alumnus  of  the  Village,  I  feel 
boardroom  politics  and  haste 
were  tile  reasons.  Through  the 
years  I've  learned  big  deci¬ 
sions  require  much  thought 
and  prayer.  The  pros  and  cons 
to  every  side  and  both  sides 
must  be  heard  in  decision¬ 
making.  Were  Robinson  and 
Glaze  afforded  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  of  discussion  and  prayer 
before  the  tinal  deebion  was 
made?  Why  the  haste? 

Ihe  misoon  at  tiie  \^llage  has 
been  tiiat  no  diild  be  turned 
away.  lA^th  approximately  4(X) 
diikiien,  the  annual  budget  b 
over  five  million  dmlars. 
Robinson  was  making  budget 
cub  witii  board  ap^val.  mth 
tiib  diange  in  k^ership  and 
budget  cub,  I  pray  tiie  trustees 
canmilly  weight  future  decisions 
and  improve  on  past  mistakes. 
We  have  lost  two  outstanding 
Christian  men!  We  teach  our 


diildren  to  admit  Biey  are  wrong 
Mdien  they  make  m&takes.  Isn't 


tiib  tile  Christian  way? 

Prayer  b  needed  for  the 
search  committee  and  the 
trustees  as  they  seek  new  lead¬ 
ership.  Let's  prioritize  our  sup- 
TOrt  and  giving  because  me 
Bible  teaches  us  to  care  for  our 
own.  Those  children  are  ours 
to  care  for,  nurture,  and  guide. 
Ftilda  Peeler 
Meadville 


♦ 
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Family  Bible  Study 

God  wants  me  to  be  loving 

1  Samuel  18:1-19:7 

By  Karen  HoUowell 


so  again  us  does  not  have  to  be  nega-  brothers.  Both  were  made  to 
50.  He  tive,  if  we,  like  Joseph  can  see  suffer  much  pain,  but  God 
had  his  that  God  is  in  control.  In  Gen.  was  always  with  them 
lie  saw  a  50:20,  Joseph  says,  "You  through  every  circumstance. 
ie  in  why  intended  to  harm  me,  but  God  They  Doth  frwly  offered  for- 
’ered  so  intended  it  for  good  to  accom-  giveness  to  those  who  had 
>w  some-  plish  what  is  now  being  done,  wronged  them.  Most  impor- 
need  to  the  saving  of  many  lives".  tantly,  God  used  them  to  fulfill 
-forgive-  Reconciliation  was  one  promises  and  confirm  the 
dedara-  blessing  enjoyed  by  Joseph  covenant  that  He  made  with 
i  person  and  his  family.  His  brothers  Abraham.  Through  Joseph 
you  was  acknowledged  their  guilt.  God  saved  an  enhre  nation 
ut  releas-  Joseph  saw  evidence  of  their  from  a  famine.  Through  Jesus, 
res  of  bit-  changed  hearts  when  they  God  made  possible  the  way  to 
first  came  to  Egypt  to  buy  save  every  man  from  spiritual 
le  joy  in  grain.  Unfortunately,  restora-  death.  Forgiveness-giving 
ving  per-  tion  does  not  always  happen,  and  accepting  it-may  not  be 
ns  today  Families  or  friends  become  easy,  but  it  is  a  fruit  that  shows 
ve  truly  estranged  and  are  not  recon-  the  Spirit  indwelling  in  us, 
ase  they  ciled,  out  forgiveness  is  not  enablmg  us  to  be  used  of  God 
King  that  dependent  upon  reconcilia-  in  mighty  and  unimaginable 
1,  twenty,  tion.  Forgiveness  can  and  ways  as  Joseph  was.  Fsalms 
People  needs  to  occur  in  our  hearts,  86:5  says  that  God  is  "well- 
'en  gifts  regardless  of  the  outcome  of  known  as  good  and  forgiving" 
because  the  relationship.  (The  Message  translation).  As 

d  them.  The  story  of  Joseph  is  often  His  children,  shouldn't  we 
do  any-  compared  with  that  of  Jesus,  strive  to  emulate  our  Father 
I  say  that  Although  there  are  no  com-  and  extend  just  a  portion  of 
alid.  We  parisons  as  regards  to  divini-  the  mercy  He  has  given  to  us? 

unjustly,  ty,  there  are  similarities  with  - 

jr  treated  their  earthly  lives.  HoUowell  is  member  of  Crosby 

is  has  on  Both  were  hated  by  their  Church,  Crosby. 


Pride  and  wounded 
egos  are  often  the  rea¬ 
son.  We  think  that  for¬ 
giving  will  mean  that 
the  person  who  did 
something  to  us  is 
away  with  it."  Our  sense  of 
easy  concept,  and  I  must  justice  and  fair  play  often  pre¬ 
admit  that  it  is  an  area  of  my  vents  us  from  getting  past  this 
life  with  which  I  still  struggle,  way  of  thinking.  This  is  some- 
It  goes  against  our  human  thing  I've  struggled  with, 
nature  to  oe  able  to  forgive  Who  of  us  has  not  had  our 
those  who've  wronged  us.  feelings  hurt,  had  hateful 
Perhaps  that's  why  much  of  things  said  about  us  and  to  us? 
the  Bible's  teachings  are  con-  Many  times  we  do  have  a 
cemed  with  this  very  thing,  right  to  be  angry,  but  we  don't 
Jesus  himself  spent  much  have  the  right  to  stand  in  the 
time  teaching  the  necessi^  of  place  of  God  as  Joseph  said 
forgiveness  to  His  disciples  when  addressing  this  issue 
and  the  crowds  who  gathered  with  his  brothers.  After  Jacob 
to  hear  him.  Forgiveness  for  died,  they  all  assumed  that 
those  who  crucified  Him  was  Joseph  would  now  retaliate 
the  last  thing  Jesus  requested  for  the  way  they  had  treated 
of  God  before  He  died.  him  so  many  years  before. 

Why  is  forgiveness  so  hard?  Joseph  had  already  assured 


HoUowell 


Explore  the  Bible 

ving  in  the  Church  Family 

James  5:1-20 

iely  Young _  plants  the  seed,  but  he 


doesn't  go  out  the  next 
A  nonnaUy  sweet  and  smil-  day  ana  dig  it  up  to 


1  in  life.  Her  pas-  duce  a  good  crop.  He  doesn't  we  seem  to  be  up  against  the 
to  come  by  for  a  just  sit  i^  by  aad  do  nothing  wall  of  life  we  must  remember 
iced  this  down-  either.  He  cultivates  the  soil,  that  God  knows  when  and 
ook  and  asked  and  works  with  the  provisions  where  trials  come.  He  knows 
rong.  She  said,  of  rain  and  sunshine  that  God  just  how  much  you  can  endure 
tribulating,  just  provides.  He  knows  in  time  a  and  He  promises  to  be  there  at 
.  He  said,  in  this  rich  harvest  wUl  be  provided.  all  times, 
ill  have  tribula-  James  exhorts  us  to  be  faith- 

tribulating."  Life  ful  in  ttie  work  of  the  Lord  vmtil  Be  Prayerful  (5:13-18). 
it  some  days.  As  the  coming  of  the  Lord.  We  James  reminds  us  "The  effec- 
wn  the  road  and  may  be  ca&d  upon  to  suffer  in  tive,  fervent  prayer  of  a  right- 
not  for  bad  luck,  die  process.  Thmgs  may  not  go  eous  man  avails  much."  E.  M. 
no  luck  at  all."  according  to  oiu:  plans.  Bounds,  great  prayer  warrior  of 
us  in  this  closing  Conditions  may  get  unpleasant  the  past  century,  said,  "There  is 
\eed  to  hang  in  in  fact.  James  says  remember  little  you  can  do  until  you  have 
have  a  solution,  the  prophets.  Their  life  was  not  prayM,  but  so  much  that  can 
•sus.  exactly  a  walk  in  the  park.  And  be  accomplished  after  you  have 

what  about  Job?  One  day  a  prayed."  J^es  tells  us  in  these 
:7-12).  prosperous  healthy  family  and  tew  verses  it  is  time  to  get  seri- 

the  farmer.  He  then  out  of  nowhere  a  calamity  ous  and  claim  the  promises  of 


Young  is  the  director  of  the 
Sunday  ^hool  Dept,  at  the  MBCB 
in  Jaclson. 


New  Passion  movie  stirs  plaudits,  criticism 


DALLAS  (BP  and  local 
reports)  —  Mw  Gibson's  repre¬ 
sentation  of  the  suHdings  of 
Jesus  Christ  in  die  upcoming 
movie.  The  Passion,  surpasses 
all  earlier  edorts  by  dnematog- 
raphers,  according  to  Soudiem 
Baptists  who  were  invited  to 


TOWARD  CRUCIFIXION  — 
Mel  Gibson  (right)  directs  a 
scene  from  The  Mission,  which 
has  stirred  passions  of  Christians 
for  its  biblical,  powerful  recount¬ 
ing  of  Jesus'  crucifixion  and  of 
critics  who  allege  the  upcoming 
film  is  anti-Semitic.  (BP  photo) 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  marx 
copyright  2003 

HKJ  GFBKC  UHJF 
MFAOFZE,  QF  GFZHUF 
EQF  HDEQPA  PO 
FEFAKHW  RHWLHEBPK 
DKEP  HWW  EQFU  EQHE 
PGFN  QBU; 
QFGAFSR  OBLF:  KBKF 
due:  O  •  F 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge. 
A  King  fames  Version  Bible 
verse  has  been  encoded  by  let¬ 
ter  substitution.  The  same  letter 
is  substituted  throughout  the 
puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error. 
Answer  to  last  week's  puzzle: 
Luke  8:40 


view  a  rough  cut  of  the  film  in 
Dallas.  Critics  who  view  the 
film  as  anti-Semitic  beg  to  difier. 

"For  the  next  two  hours 
plus,  I  sat  with  a  knot  in  my 
stomach  and  a  lump  in  my 
throat,"  stated  Jim  Richards, 
executive  director  of  Southern 
Baptists  of  Texas  Convention. 

''It  is  certainly  the  most 
graphic  and  dramatic  portrayal 
I've  ever  seen,"  said  another 
guest  at  the  screening,  Gary 

'Strong  anti 

DALLAS  (BP)— As  Mel 
Gibson's  movie  The  Passion 
entered  the  editing  stage,  an  ad 
hoc  panel  of  critics  judged  that 
an  early  script  contained 
"strong  anti-Jewish  potential," 
in  the  words  of  a  Vanderbilt 
University  professor.  They 
feared  it  would  portray  Jews  as 
.  "blood-thirsty,  sadistic  and 
money-hungry  enemies  of 
Jesus' ,  diat  it  exploited  New 
Testament  passa^  to  sel^- 
tively  weave  a  narrative  hostile 
to  Jews  whik  doiire  iiqustice  to 
the  Gospels;  and  mat  it  would 
include  non-scriptural  ele¬ 
ments  to  form  "an  inescapably 
negative  picture  of  lewish  soa- 
ety  and  feadership*  as  well  as 
portraying  '7ews  and  ti\e  tem¬ 
ple  as  the  focus  of  evil." 

Described  as  the  Ad  Hoc 
Scholars  Committee,  reviewers 
included  professors  from  Union 
Theological  Seminary,  Hebrew 
Union  College,  Boston  Colley, 
Boston  University,  Seton  H^ 
University,  Vanderbilt 

University  and  Catholic 
Theological  Unkm.  The  panel 
,  described  itself  as  having  been 
convened  by  the  Anti- 
Defamaticm  League  and  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  United  States 
Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops. 
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Hearon,  executive  director  of 
Dallas  Association  in  Dallas, 
Texas.  Referring  to  die  fito's 
depiction  of  how  die  crudfe- 
ion  occurred,  he  added,  "I  did¬ 
n't  see  anything  I've  not  read  in 
Soipture,  but  Tsaw  it  in  a  more 
graphic  way  because  it  was 
portrayed  before 
our  very  eyes.  You 
see  the  flesh  and 
blood  flying  as  a 
result  of  the 
scourge.  It's  very 
true  to  life." 

Southern  Baptist 
Convention 
President  Jack 
Graham,  pastor  of 
dw  Dallas-area 
Prestonwood 
Church,  said,  "The 
movie  is  biblical, 
powerful  and  poten- 
dally  life<har^ging." 
He  predicted 
lions  of 
would  see  The 
Passion  when  it 
opens  on  Ash 
Wednesday  next 

"Tne  thing  that 
I'm  most  excited 
about,"  Graham 
said,  "is  the  opportunity  it's 
going  to  give  those  of  us  who 
preaoi  the  cross  to  explain'  the 
meaning  of  the  cross  and  mes- 


no  Question  it  is  the  most  forbidden  fruit,  he  reflected, 
hard-hitting  display  and  ^((Where  can  you  go  vnthout 
demonstration  of  tne  crucifix-  seeing  salacious  sex  or  hearmg 
ion."  blue  streak  obscenities? 

Richards  also  spoke  of  the  To  aitics  who  claim 
scourffine  and  crucifixion  as  is  anti-SenutiC/  he  reroonded, 
grapWc  m  detail,  adding,  "I  "They  should  consider  that 
have  preached  the  cross  for  33  many  who  embrace  The  P^ion 
years!  The  movie  is  every-  worship  a  God  who  c^e  in  tiie 
thing  I  could  ever  conv^  form  of  a  Jewishtnan." 
with  words  and  more."  He  Hearcm  disameed  with  an 
spoke  of  being  deeply  moved  Anti-DefamationLeamie ^x)l^ 
by  ttie  scenes  of  the  physical,  man  who  objected  to  me  movie's 
emotional  and  rairikial  suf-  portrayal  of  Jews  as  being 
feriires  of  Jesus  Ouist.  responsible  for  tiie  crucifixion. 

"Graphic  is  the  most  accu-  "All  you  have  to  do  is  read  the 
rate  word  to  express  what  we  Go^;^.  The  Romans  crudfi^ 
saw,"  stated  Janet  Denison  of  Jesus,  but  the  Jewish  leadership 
Dallas  whose  husband  Tim  oas-  delivered  him  up  to  be  crucified. 


nave  preached  the  cross  for  33 
years.  The  movie  is  every¬ 
thing  I  could  ever  conv^ 
with  words  and  more."  He 
spoke  of  being  deeply  moved 
by  the  scenes  of  the  physical, 
emotional  and  rairinial  suf- 
feriiigs  of  Jesus  Christ. 

"CS'aphic  is  the  most  accu- 


Dalias  whose  husband  Jim  pas¬ 
tors  Park  Cities  Church,  ^e 
expects  the  final  version  will  be 
even  more  graphic  since  the 
sound  has  not  been  fully 
mixed.  "I  would  not  use  tiie 
word  entertaining  with  this 
movie  at  all.  It  was  very  diffi¬ 
cult.  At  one  point  I  wantM  it  to 
be  over,"  she  said. 

Graham  said  parente  wotdd 
have  to  make  a  decision  as  to 
whether  their  children  are 


delivered  him  up  to  be  crucified. 
The  Ckiqiel  is  dear  in  that." 

During  the  question-and- 
answer  session,  one  member 
of  the  audience  questioned 
whether  the  film  would  be  a 
commercial  success.  Richards 
recalled  Gibson's  assertion 
that  he  didn't  care  whether  he 
made  money  on  the  film,  reit¬ 
erating  his  desire  to  bring 
glory  to  God. 

Graham  added,  "Mr.  Gibson's 


mature  enough  to  handle  the  sole  intent  really  is  to  share  sim- 
film.  "It  is  extremely  violent  ply,  but  profbu^y,  his  faittv  and 
because  the  cross  was  violent,"  not  only  his  fiiith,  but  the  feith  of 


he  stated.  While  many 
Christians  do  not  see  R-rated 
movies  of  any  kind,  he  believes 
tiie  exceptional  quality  of  The 
Passion  makes  tne  movie  an 


sage  of  the  cross  to  imtold  mil-  exception  to  that  rule, 
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lions  of  prople  who  are  going 
to  be  asKing  questions  about 
the  cross  ana  wny  Jesus  died." 

Graham  said  ne  was  partic¬ 
ularly  impressed  with  the 
qualiW  of  tne  film,  the  accura¬ 
cy  of  content  and  overall 
emotional  impact.  "There's 


ularly 
qualiW ' 
cv  of 


Richards  agreed  that  many 
scenes  make  the  movie  inap¬ 
propriate  for  yovmg  children, 
adding  that  entertainment  in 
genera  and  movies  in  particu¬ 
lar  have  been  a  challenge  for 
him  in  recent  years.  "Attending 
movies  has  almost  become  a 


millions  of  Christians  who 
believe  in  Christ  I  was  comfort¬ 
able  witii  his  desire  and  motiva¬ 
tion  to  get  this  message  out" 
Duraig  his  lengthy  career  as 
an  actor,  Gibson  nas  used  pro¬ 
fane  language,  consumed  mco- 
hol,  appears  nude,  and  partic¬ 
ipated  in  sexually-explicit 
scenes  in  several  of  his  movies. 
No  mention  was  report^  of 
anyone  questioning  Gibson 
during  the  screening  about  that 
part  of  his  lifestyle. 


-Jewish  potential'  alleged  in  movie 

Vanderbilt  Universitv  Seminarv  professor.  Sister  Mary  an  interview  reported  in  The 


eadily  pro- 
iccoraingto 


studies  professor  Amy-Jill  Levine  and  Catiiolic  scholars  concluded  We  re  not  saymg  Mel 
said  the  committee  looked  for  that  tiie  film  could  readily  pro-  Gibson  is  an  anti-Semite,  or 
biblical  fidelity,  historical  accura-  mote  anti-Semitism,  accoroing  to  even  that  the  film  is  anti- 
cy  and  the  avoidance  of 
anti-Semitism.  In  a  column 
for  BeUefiiet,  she  questicxied 
Gibson's  insistence  tiiat  the 
movie  has  no  anti-Jewish 
material.  Accusing  him  of 
being  "qilite  selective  in 
choosing  audiences"  to  pre¬ 
view  the  film,  Levine  imag¬ 
ined  how  children  of  those  ui  vanuus  ijuai- 

invited  would  diaracterize  ters  are  using  the  term 

Jews  if  asked,  "'In  the  "deicide." 

movie,  who  Idll^  Jesus?'  or  Marketing  director  Paul 

'I^  the  Jews  in  tiie  film  Lauer  responded  that  the 

seem  very  interested  in  committee's  comments  are 

money?'"  inconsistent  with  the  f^l 

Levine  added,  "Every  version  the  film, 

single  response  may  be  Eventually,  the  Catholic 

bemgn,  but  why  take  the  bishops  apologized  for 

chance?"  Sie  argued  tiiat  a  what  they  described  as  an 

film  aspiring  to  promote  unauthorized  critique. 

Christian  fauh  can  easily  Critics  from  the  Jewish 

promote  anti-Judai^,  par-  Anti-Defamation  League 

ticularly  among  audiences  (ADL),  however,  stood 

with  culturally  ingrained  their  groimd  in  saying  that 

anti-Jewish  views,  such  as  without  scholarly  and  the- 

Oitiiodox  Christians  in  PASSION  SCENE  — The  scene  of  Jesus  carry-  ological  understanding. 


an  mterview  reported  m  ine 
Houstcm  Chronk^. 

"We're  not  saying  Mel 
Gibson  is  an  anti-^mite,  or 
even  that  tiie  film  is  anti- 
Semitic,"  Boys  said,  "but 
rather,  tiiat  by  stressing  the 
brutality,  the  torture,  and 
by  ascribing  that  visually  to 
the  Jews,  the  Christians  see¬ 
ing  this  will  naturally  con¬ 
clude  tiiat  the  Jews  carey 
tiie  primary  responsibility 
for  the  deam  of  J«us." 

Critics  in  various  quar¬ 
ters  are  using  the  term 
"deicide." 

Marketing  director  Paul 
Lauer  responded  that  the 
committee's  comments  are 
inconsistent  with  the  final 
version  of  the  film. 
Eventually,  the  Catholic 
bishops  apologized  for 
what  they  descnbed  as  an 
unauthorized  critique. 

Critics  from  the  Jewish 
Anti-Defamation  League 
(ADL),  however,  stood 
their  groimd  in  saying  that 
without  scholarly  and  the- 


panel,  a  Uni(»i  Theological  perception  of  anti-Semitism.  (BP  photo) 


♦ 


productions  such  as  The 
Passion  could  falsify  histo¬ 
ry  and  fuel  the  animus  of 
tnose  who  hate  Jews. 
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